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GREECE

endless possibilities

There are 18 UNESCO World
Heritage sites across Greece.
Sunkissed islands and ancient
ruins mark the country as a
prime destination for filmmaking
in Europe. If production teams
spend a minimum of
EUR100,000 then they could
qualify for a healthy cash

Millennium Media - the American
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Expendables - is scheduled to shoot
action-thriller The Bricklayer at its Nu Boyana
Film Studios across Greece and Bulgaria in March
2022. Filming will take place in Northern Greece’s
Thessaloniki, where the Greek section of the Nu
Bovana project is currently under construction. In
2022 Millennium Media 1s set to build Greece’s birst
H(:ﬂy\\'ond—stmdmﬂ studio, First announced mn
2019, the investment is worth EUR20 million,

rebate of 40%. signalling the company’s intentions o revamp
Greek filmmaking,
MBC Group from Saudi Arabia acquired a 30%
stake in Greece’s Antenna Group. According to the
announcement, the hinds will be dedicated o the
creation of state-of-the-art studios and mfrastructure
at an international standard, aiming to ateract
television and film producers from all over the world
to Greece.
“EKOME SETUP  Disney’s Rise was shot between
THE NATIONAL FILM )'I":l)"‘ﬂlll'i.‘]llll\_'._ exploring the story
of Giannis Antetokoumpo and his
OFFICES NETWORK ﬁllltil_\' before  the talented
ACROSS 13 REGIONS  Jyyskethuller shot to NBA stardon.
AND THE TWO MAJOR  The project was filmed at Kapa
MUNICIPALITIES Studios, a leading production
OFATHENSAND  ompany for film and television in
Greece. The company’s modern,
THESSALONIKI”
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state-of-the-art complex is spread
across 10 sound stages. As well as feature films such
as The Jackals and Turning Point, Kapa Studio
has also hosted a range of television series, from Big
Brother, X Factor and Dancing With The Stars
to The Weakest Link and Whe Wants To Be
A Millionaire.

LOCATION HIGHLIGHT

DeIphi

On the slopes of Mount Parnassus - high above
the Gulf of Connth - lies Delphi, one of
Greece’s most famous historic sites. This
location was known throughout the ancient
Greek world as the sanctuary of the god

Apollo, and it was here that the shrine of his
oracle stood,

Delphi is a film star in its own right, having
featured in My Life in Ruins, High Priestess,
A Woman at Her Window and many others.
Three of the last remaining pillars of the area’s
Tholos Temple were used n the background
for the end credits of the James Bond classic
For Your Eyes Only.

Parts of Netthx’s recent hlm Beckeft (main
image) were shot among the ruins of Delphi.
The project tells the story of an American
tourist who becomes the target of a manhunt
after a devastating accident while on vacabion. It
15 the first Netflix movie filmed entirely n Greece.



OKA

ADAM PETRITSIS
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER

©: What project did you work on in Greece,
and who was involved?

A: The latest documentary | worked on was
about the Battle of |J:p1mLu.. which ook pl‘.u:l:
off the Echinades isles of the Tonian Tslands
region. It was a co-production with the lonian

iskands Regional Unit. divected by Antonis Glaros,

O: Why are the lontan Islands so special as

a filming destination?

A: The natural beauty and the history of the
1slands is on 1ts own a great ncentive for
choosing the area as a film location. Together
with the help of Angela Krokidi from the
Lonian Film Office, the whole experience was

very pleasant and as stress free as a shoot can be.

©: What makes Greece on a more broader

level stand out for incoming productions?

A There 1s one element that makes Greece
particularly excel as a location choice. That is
none other than the unlinited \’driet_\' of locations
and seasons. You can find nearly every type of
landscape you have in mind, in some corner of
the country - whether that 1s a pictums(;uc \'illzlge._
an underwater cave or a desert — with the
advantage that throughout the year you also get

all seasons trom hot sun to heavy snow storms,

@: What advice would you give to anyone
considering shooting in Greece?

A: Be well prepared for all the bureaucratic
procedures that will be needed, but know that
)l’ n \\']J.l b(' \\’Cll l'(.'\\’mﬂcd \\'iﬂ:l mu‘t.diblc {_‘il].(_'l'[li'l‘

tography and a friendly environment to work in,
©: What projects are you working on next?
A: Tam currently working on my Youtube series

Ancient Greece Revisited. and i the carly stages

of anather documentary on the lonian Islands,

Filmed over 29 days in late spring, Mihai Mincan’s
To The Nerth is a co-production between Greeee,
Romania, France, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic,
traversing a range of European regions. Exodus -
the debut feature film from Lebanese director Abbe
Hassan - is a Swedish project filmed in Attica, a part
of Greece that recently hosted David Cronenberg’s
film Crimes of the Future. Kate Hudson, Daniel
Craig and Dave Bautista have been spotted in the
country filming the sequel to Knives Oul 2. with
new acting additions including Edward Norton,
Kathryn Haln and Leslie Odom Jr as well as
musician Janelle Monaé.

Among Greece’s English-speaking workloree, a
r.ulge i)[‘])l’(ll’il]l:ti(}]l Her\-‘il.'(-: C(J'I'“l'lﬂ“il:ﬁ Are oI ]lﬂﬂd
(4] H.‘iﬁi.‘it i.llC(ll'ﬂiI'lg l‘lrt)clllr_'{:rﬁ (rpt‘rating ACTOSS ﬁ]."l._
television and advertising, “Our company has shot
commercials for some of the top companies - such
as Samsung, Johnny Walker, Coca Cola, and LOreal
— and worked with the top advertisers and producers
in the industry.” details Andreas Trilifonis, executive
producer at Central Athens Film Productions, “We
cover long format productions alongside advertising
wo, providing full production services for
mternational clients”

“We have serviced a variety of projects, from
commercials (most recently for Tovota, directed by
Jake Scott for RSA Films) to the livestreaming of the
1conic Chnstian Dior Crunse 2022 at the Panhellenic
Stacim for Tendernight Pans, to feature films such
as Exodus for BRF Films in Sweden, due for release
this year.” says Marta Kopanou, executive producer
at Green Olive Films. “Green Olive Films is known
for being highly skilled in service production, with
internationally experienced producers both in
L'ﬂl'lu“el'ciill.‘i E!Ild ﬁ-:iltllre flllﬂ.‘i. Olll' C(Jlll[}ﬂlly h.ZIS
worked with some of the world’s leading creative tlent,
understanding their vision and provicling the resources
through our offices in both Greece and Cyprus™

The country’s very competitive 40% cash rebate and
30% tax relief scheme are available for incoming
filmmakers lhmugh a digital pmcedurc that 1s
simple, fast and transparent. A major selling point
for the cash rebate programme concerns high budget
productions. Eligible expenses in Greece over EURS
million permit subsidies on non-resident libour
(such as seriptwriter and director’s fees, salaries of
crew and cast for feature Alms and TV series).

Between Ai}ril 2018 and Fe])mur_\_i 2022, 204
projects were accepted to the cash rebate
programme. 92 projects  were  international
productions or co-productions with Greek
Fll'ﬂdll(.'ﬁﬂll. l_'(l]].lpill}ilfﬂ 'sl.lld ﬁ)reigﬂ L‘mnpu.llies ﬁ'l]l'[l
Europe, Asia, United States, Canada and Australia,
Nearly EUR3 16 million was invested in Greece for
ﬂ]t‘. rﬂfl“l_'ﬁ!'ﬂl('}f.al]diﬂ\"iﬁl]iil )r(:becl.s. Fﬂ[l]ill ll']l')L'.
P proj 5
place n more than 140 different locations across
Greece, with more than 49,000 jobs created for
production needs.

"In recent years, Greece has become a centrepiece
for foreign audiovisual productions regardless of
ther size, format or genre” detals Mons




ESSENTIAL FACTS

TAX INCENTIVES

40%

A promising 40% cash rebate is available on
production costs spent in Greece. The
maximum cash rebate per project is capped at
EURI2 million. Maximum eligible productions
costs must consist of 80% of the total project
budget. For projeets with eligible expenses
over EURS million, special provisions for
seriptwriter and direetor’s fees are available for
high-budg!:t ]JIQducﬁ(ll.lﬁ. 5(]].5].['183 ()f Ccrew ﬂlld
cast for feature films may also qualify in these

circumstances.

TIME ZONE

GMT+2

STUDIOS

Greek-American John Kalafatis - CEO &
co-founder of New York City’s York Films - is
developing state-of-the-art soundstages & film
studios on the outskirts of Thessaloniki. A joint
venture with Millenium Media & Nu Boyana
Studios Bulgaria, this colossal project is
attracting  major  Hollywood  production
into Greece,

ATA CARNET

YES

RECENT PRODUCTIONS

Disney’s Rise, The Enforcer & The
Expendables 4 from Millennium  Films,
Netflix’s Knives Out 2 and Apple TV's
Tehran 2 were filmed i the country.
Foreign productions shooting in Greece
include The Bricklayer from Millennium
Films, Amazon Prime’s Greek Salad,
documentary Future Tenses and animation

The Adventure of the Universe.
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CGlkormezanos, founder and head of productions at
M21 Films. “Equipped with multiple National
Network Film Offices throughout the country
providing productions with free, step-by-step
support, a 40% cash rebate programme and a 30%
tax reliel incentive, a diverse portfolio of outstanding
ltualums greal weather conditions and l‘u;..ll]\—
skilled crews offering quality production services,
Greece offers filmmakers an unmatched experience.”

EKOME (National Centre of Audiovisual Media and
Communication) set up the Natonal Film Othees
Network across 13 regions and the two major
municipalities of Athens and Thessaloniki. The Film
Offices Network acts as one-stop shop for
international and local productions, providing help
for permits and crew as well as promoting the
advantages of the local communities.

The country is divided into three core geographical
t't*gil ms: the mainland, the islands, and  the
Peloponnese. Mountaims, forests and lakes give the
mainland a wild energy. Vikos Gorge, one of the
world’s deepest gorges, is located in the mainland’s
Pindus mountain range. Meteora is a stunning
formation of gravity-defying rocks with monasteries
precariously perched on top situated near the town

of Kalabaka.

Greece typically enjoys a Mediterranean climate,
though mountains are usually snow-covered, Dry
hot days in the summer are cooled by seasonal winds
known as the meltemi. Meanwhile, mountainous
regions have generally lower temperatures and the
winters are mild in lowland areas, with a mimimum
amount of snow and ice. A common phenomenon
15 the occurrence of different climactic conditions
during the same season, meaning that mild heat
manifests in coastal areas as cooler temperatures
permeate the mountainous regions.

The Greek National Tourism Organisation recently
created a ca III\}_);IIgII with .l([\ultsmg agency {}HJI\\
The tongue-in-cheek commercial references the
Ieﬂser—knn\\'u snowy elements of the country’s
climate, anmouncing ‘Greece has a winter too.”

While incomers may expect slight showers in their
winter months, for the majority of the time one can

PIONEER IN
GREEK
PRODUCTION

SERVICES
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expect sun and mild weather Lhm:l}Jumt the year.
This makes the country ideal for exterior shots.
There is a good selection of standard and specialised
equipment, and art departments and set
constriction units are of a high standard. All of the
standard post-production facilities are in Athens,
dl{}ug{] new i.[l\'f.‘itﬂltlltﬁ C[]Llld Sllﬂk.t' 'Jli.llgh ll}_) over

the next few vears,

SOMETHING ELSE

The lfoothalling world was stunned when
undercings Greece defied expeclatiml to win
the UEFA European Football Championship in
2004. With German manager Otto Rehhagel at
the helm, Greek fans were treated to a magical
summer a5 the national team slayed grants,
forever placing themselves among the Sporting
Gaods of Greece.

Hosts Portugal were defcated 2-1 by Greece in
the opening match of the competition, with
Giorgos Karagouns and Angelos Basinas on
the ﬁcnrﬂxheet to render Cristiano Ronaldo’s
strike obsolete. After battling through the group
stages, Greece beat defending champions
France in the last eight of the competition. The
Czech Republic were defeated in the semi-final
thanks to Greek defender Tramnos Dellas
SCOTing in extra-time,

Portugal had a chance to avenge their opening
game defeat and win the competition on home
soﬂ, vel the Greek battlers had not read this
script. Winning 1-0 with an emphatic header
trom Angelos Charsteas, Greece were crowned
European champions, The bookies had given
the country a slim 150-1 chance of winning the
tournament, marking a tuly remarkable
campaign from the legendary group of players.
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